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January 4, 2016

 

Fellow Chesapeake Shores property owners,

 

On behalf of the Chesapeake Shores Homeowners Association’s Board of
Directors, Happy New Year!

 

2016 is already bringing us some news with a few new neighbors that we
welcome to our community, as well as work in progress on offshore
breakwaters.  Many of our Association Members visited the beach this holiday
and saw the initial construction stage of the breakwaters project.  While the
Chesapeake Shores Homeowners Association is not directly involved in the
breakwaters project, we are pleased to be able to provide you an update and to
let you know how to support this beach preservation project as individuals, if you
wish to do so, as it would strengthen the southern end of Chesapeake Shores as
well.

 

With the engineering complete and the required permits in hand for some time,
our neighbors in Bavon Beach were faced with needing to take action or lose the
financial grant from the US Fish and Wildlife Service, held for this project by
Mathews County.  A Foundation was set up and aptly named the Friends of the
Tiger Beetle and Chesapeake Bay Habitat Foundation.  The Foundation
acquired rights to a quantity of sand and opened negotiations with a contractor
well known and respected in environmental protection techniques such as
breakwaters.  Many of you are familiar with Jim Gunn with Coastal Design



Construction.  Jim Gunn constructed the revetment at the north end of the
beach.  While negotiating with Jim Gunn, the Foundation obtained a sufficient
amount of monetary pledges to commit to the construction of Breakwater #2.  
This is the work underway now and will shortly be complete, weather permitting.

 

Many may recall that the permit includes four breakwaters.  Attached is the plan
showing the locations of these breakwaters.   After the storms this past fall, the
Foundation, in concert with Coastal Design and VHB, the engineering firm that
did the design, recognized that Breakwater #1 was no longer viable given the
erosion of the southern point of Bavon Beach.  They determined that the priority
for construction of breakwaters would begin with #2 at the drainage pipe, then
#3, then #4.  The storms actually helped place sand that will be beneficial in the
construction of Breakwaters # 2-4.  The construction of #2 is considered critical
to function as an anchor to reduce the migration of sand to the south when the
wind and waves of nor’easters are eroding the shoreline.  Breakwaters #3 and
#4 will help accumulate protective sand to the north of the breakwaters.

 

In late December 2015, the Foundation was granted Charitable Foundation
status, 501(c)(3).  Donations to the Foundation are now eligible for deductions
on income tax filings for the year in which the donation is received by the
Foundation.  The Foundation will provide a letter recognizing a donation with the
necessary information for your tax returns.  Attached is a copy of the Update
provided by the Foundation on December 28, 2015.

 

The Foundation is actively seeking financial support to be able to commit to the
completion of Breakwaters #3 and #4 in this building season while the contractor
is fully mobilized on site.  This decision must be made by February 1st based on
pledges received and the likelihood of other funding sources materializing.  The
Foundation is accepting pledges with contributions due by mid-year 2016.  The
Foundation is also seeking grant opportunities and financing options.  The
Foundation is pursuing the ability to accept a donation of publicly traded stocks
in lieu of cash.

 

Individual families in the Bavon Beach and Chesapeake Shores neighborhoods
have already pledged their financial support.  Several families have committed
$25,000 or more.  Approximately $300,000 in contributions to the Foundation



were necessary to commit to Breakwater #2 and an additional $180,000 in
contributions are pledged toward the completion of Breakwaters #3 and #4. The
total cost of Breakwaters #3 and 4 is approximately $450,000.

 

Your Homeowners Association Board encourages its Members to consider
donations to the Foundation toward the completion of Breakwaters #3 and #4. 
Breakwater #3 must be completed before Breakwater #4 can be beneficial.  The
attached letter has the contact information for the Foundation Board Members as
well as the mailing address for donations to the Foundation.  You will note two of
our Association Board members (Drew and Dave) are also part of the
Foundation Board.  The success of this beach preservation has and will continue
to be a community effort.   In fact, strong community support and the number of
financial participants can be very influential in charitable grant reviews.  The
success of this project means that we will have demonstrated a model to
strengthen our fragile shoreline, provide continued access to the length of the
beach front, and sustain the habitat of our threatened friend, the Tiger Beetle.

 

Your contribution is important.  We urge you to consider a donation.

 

Also, thanks to Joe and Julie Dzikiewicz for this video of Breakwater #2, at 80
percent complete, at sunset, on the first weekend of the New Year, 2016.

https://vimeo.com/150635179

 

          Sincerely,

 

Peyton Carr, President

Chesapeake Shores Homeo

https://vimeo.com/150635179

